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SITE MEMORANDUM 
OLD MISHAWAKA DUMP 

Staff of the Office of Environmental Response, Site Investigation 
Section, under a Cooperative Agreement with the U.S. EPA, has 
completed a Site Inspection for the Old Mishawaka Dump Site. If the 
existing information supports the determination that additional 
investigation is not necessary, then the site is designated as 
requiring No Further Remedial Action Planned (NFRAP). 

The Old Mishawaka Dump (OMD) is located just south of the 110 0 
block of 5th Street in Mishawaka, St. Joseph County, Indiana. The 
site property (17 acres) is owned by the City of Mishawaka (city) and 
is used for leaf composting by the St. Joseph County Solid Waste 
District and as a construction debris dump for the Mishawaka Street 
Department. The previous owners include Dearborn Fabricating Company, 
1131 5th Street, who leased the land to the city before the city 
purchased it in 1995. Dearborn Fabricating purchased the property from 
a Mr. Leo Reider in 1955. 

With regard to waste disposal, the history of OMD apparently 
begins in the mid 1940's. The property had previously been used for 
mining sand and gravel which left one (1), and possibly several, 
water-filled gravel-pit(s) on-site. Wastes disposed of on-site were 
dumped directly into water. Local residents allegedly complained 
about odors produced by the release of hydrogen sulfide gas from the 
water. 

There is some sketchy information that indicates that Uniroyal 
may have dumped at this location from 1946 to 1954. The city 
apparently has always dumped at this location. 

Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) first 
became aware of a potentially serious problem at the site in March, 
1988, when Mishawaka Fire Chief Mike Watson reported the discovery of 
buried drums on-site. Nine (9) to thirteen (13) drums were uncovered 
during the excavation of a new burn pit. Two (2) of the drums were 
inadvertently ruptured by a backhoe, releasing a vaporous cloud which 
reportedly caused throat and nasal burns in the backhoe operator. A 
third drum was removed from the pit and sampled by IDEM on March 23, 
1988. Analytical results were inconclusive, however, the semi-solid 
material was determined to be non-hazardous. 

On May 10, 1988, staff from the Office of Environmental Response, 
Site Investigation Section, took samples of on-site soils and 
groundwater, as well as a nearby municipal wellfield and surface 
water. Chemical analysis revealed no significant concentrations of 
semi-volatile organic compounds, heavy metals, or pesticides in any of 
the samples. Low concentrations of a number of volatile organic 
compounds were detected in subsurface soils, including 
trichloroethylene (TCE) (1 part per million [ppm]), 1,2-
dichloropropane (1 ppm), and methylethylketone (7 ppm). None of the 
volatile organic concentrations detected in subsurface soils appear to 
be cause for concern at this time. On-site groundwater samples 



collected from the bottom of the drum pit showed 1,2-dichloropropane 
concentrations up to 9.7 ppb. Duplicate samples of these groundwater 
samples showed polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) contamination at an 
average concentration of 260 nanograms per liter (.26 ppb). No PCBs 
were detected in soil samples collected approximately six (6) inches 
above the water table indicating that PCBs detected in groundwater may 
have originated below the water table. 

On October 24, 1996, Andrew Winch conducted a nonsampling site 
reconnaissance. Upon inspection, there were numerous piles of 
compost, soil, and construction debris. The site was vegetated with 
weeds and brush and a few mature hardwoods, none of which looked 
stressed. No burn pits were identified. 

The migration pathways assessed are groundwater, surface water, 
soil exposure, and air. The migration pathway of concern was the 
groundwater pathway, due to the presence of 1,2-dichloropropane and 
the depth to groundwater (10 feet). However, there are no private or 
municipal wells downgradient of the site. 

The surface water, soil exposure, and air pathways were 
determined not be of risk during the review of site files. Surface 
water samples yielded no contamination attributable to the site. The 
contaminants detected during the SSI by IDEM were not considered a 
threat to human health and the environment. The majority of the site 
is covered with vegetation and there is no evidence of surface 
contamination. 
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